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A New Format for the Exchange of Visions and Expertise: 

ARCHITECTURE MATTERS  
International Event on Architecture, Society and the Future 
19 February 2016, 2 – 11 pm 
Reaktorhalle Munich  
Address: Luisenstraße 37a, D – 80333 München 
 

LECTURES, PERFORMANCES & TABLE TALKS featuring: 
OFFICE KERSTEN GEERS DAVID VAN SEVEREN Brussels 
OLE SCHEEREN, BURO OS Beijing, Hongkong, Bangkok, Berlin  
BOMPAS & PARR London       
DMITRY LIKIN, OLEG SHAPIRO, WOWHAUS Moscow        

MUNICH SESSION with: 
PETER HAIMERL peter haimerl . architektur 
STEFAN F. HÖGLMAIER Euroboden 
MATTHIAS LILIENTHAL Münchner Kammerspiele 

 
Languages: German, English, Russian (simultaneous translation into English) 
 
Mjunik Disco | Mirko Hecktor 
Tape Installation | Uli Pape 
 
 

Tickets: 18 € / reduced 11 € 
Online available at www.architecturematters.eu 
Telephone information and reservations daily from 10am – 5pm: +49 (0)89 461 331 635 
 
Reserved tickets may be picked up until 30 minutes before the start of the event. 
On-site ticket sales are available only on the day of the event. 
 

Informations & t ickets at:  www.architecturematters.eu 



 

 

 

 

KICK-OFF 19 February 2016 : 

ARCHITECTURE MATTERS  
A New Format for the Exchange of Visions  
and Expertise  

           Reaktorhalle Munich, (c) Edward Beierle 

 

ARCHITECTURE MATTERS builds on the difference that good architecture can make. 
Architecture that is not reduced to nice forms or cost drivers, but as a cultural force that 
unites and shapes the social fabric in all its diversity. Architecture as a catalyst for renewal.  
 
ARCHITECTURE MATTERS is aimed at architects, representatives from the real estate 
industry and politics, manufacturers and the interested public. It invites the best young 
architects from around the globe to present their projects and visions, entering into 
dialogue with the Munich scene – with lectures, performances, discussions and 
communicative pauses. 
 
Kick off 2016. Held annually in Munich. 

 
 
 

PRESS CONTACT: 
NAN. Kulturkommunikation, Nan Mellinger, mail@nanmellinger.de, Tel. +49 89 122 953 01 
 
Press accreditation:  
Please register by sending an E-mail with your full name, media association and a copy of 
your valid press card to: mail@we-are-plan-a.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

ARCHITECTURE MATTERS is a project by plan A. office for architectural communication & urban culture. 
Curated by Nadin Heinich. Part of Munich Creative Business Week 2016. 

 



 
 

 
P R O G R A M M E 
 
Launch event of ARCHITECTURE MATTERS  
19 February 2016, 2 – 11 pm  
at REAKTORHALLE Munich  
Luisenstraße 37a, D – 80333 Munich 
 
 
LECTURES, PERFORMANCES & TABLE TALKS  
 
 
2.15 – 2.30 pm Welcome 

Dr. Andrea Niedzela-Schmutte 
Bavarian Ministry of Economic Affairs and Media, Energy and Technology 
 
Nadin Heinich 
plan A 

2.30 – 3.30 pm  Lecture, Q&A 
DAVID VAN SEVEREN  
OFFICE KERSTEN GEERS DAVID VAN SEVEREN Brüssel  

3:30 – 4:15 pm  Performance #1 
HARRY PARR  
BOMPAS & PARR London       

4:30 – 5:15 pm  Talk: MUNICH SESSION with 
PETER HAIMERL peter haimerl . architektur 
STEFAN F. HÖGLMAIER Euroboden 
MATTHIAS LILIENTHAL Münchner Kammerspiele 

6:00 – 7:00 pm  Lecture, Q&A  
OLE SCHEEREN 
BURO OS Peking, Hongkong, Bangkok, Berlin  

7:00 – 7:30 pm  Performance #2 
HARRY PARR 
BOMPAS & PARR London       

7:30 – 8:30 pm  Lecture, Q&A  
OLEG SHAPIRO 
WOWHAUS Moskau          

8:30 – 11:00 pm DINNER, TABLE TALKS & MJUNIK DISCO 
    Foyer Reaktorhalle 

 
programme subject to change 

 
 

Languages: German, English, Russian (simultaneous translation in English) 
 

 
Informations & t ickets at: www.architecturematters.eu 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFICE KERSTEN GEERS DAVID VAN SEVEREN Brussels 
Half modern, half something else – Office Kersten Geers David Van Severen is one of the 
most fascinating young architecture firms today. Their approach is idiosyncratic, uncom-
promising and reduced to the essential. Kersten Geers (*1975) and David van Severen 
(*1978) established their firm in 2002. They first garnered international attention in 2008 as 
the curators of the Belgian pavilion at the Architecture Biennale in Venice, with “After the 
Party” and its confetti-covered floor. At the 2010 Biennale, they were awarded the Silver 
Lion. They have taught at the Berlage Institute, at Columbia and Yale University, and are 
the curators for this year’s Biennale Interieur in Kortrijk, Belgium. 
www.officekgdvs.com 

 
BOMPAS & PARR London 
Sam Bompas and Harry Parr are experts in culinary events, architectural installations and 
the titillation of our taste buds. They have drawn widespread acclaim for their extraordinary 
architectural replicas made from jelly – from Foster’s Millennium Bridge to Barajas Airport. 
They cook with lava and lightning, create walk-in cloud cocktails, work with companies 
such as Selfridges, Louis Vuitton and Mercedes-Benz, and stage spectacular spaces in 
institutions such as the Serpentine Gallery, Victoria & Albert Museum, Salone del Mobile 
and the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. 
www.bompasandparr.com 
 
OLE SCHEEREN Buro OS Beijing, Hongkong, Berlin 
Radical Chinese: Ole Scheeren started working in architecture at age 14, realised his first 
building at age 21, travelled through China, and at age 31, became a partner at OMA, 
responsible for business in Asia, planning with CCTV the second-largest office building in 
the world. In 2010, he founded his own architecture firm with offices in Beijing, Hong Kong 
and Bangkok. A branch in Berlin was added in the fall of 2015. But his success is more 
than a mere mix of Chinese speed and German sensibilities. The 44-year-old is currently 
planning his first high-rise construction outside of Asia in Vancouver. 
www.buro-os.com 
 
WOWHAUS DMITRY LIKIN, OLEG SHAPIRO Moscow 
Wowhaus was never interested in buildings as eccentric objects. Their focus from the start 
has been on cultural buildings and public space – subjects that long received little attention 
in Moscow. Dmitry Likin (*1966) and Oleg Shapiro (*1962), both trained architects, estab-
lished their firm in 2007. Unwilling to design bombastic palaces for the nouveau riche in the 
wild 1990s, Likin worked as head designer at the television station Channel One Russia, 
while Shapiro sold helicopters. Their building period began during the wave of change after 
the dismissal of long-time Moscow mayor Yuri Luzhkov. Likin and Shapiro came to 
prominence with their design of the Strelka Institute and their redesign of Gorky Park. 
Today they are one of the most important architectural firms in Russia. 
www.en.wowhaus.ru 
 

 
 
 



 
 
MUNICH SESSION with: 
 
PETER HAIMERL peter haimerl . architektur 
Peter Haimerl was raised in a Lower Bavarian village in the Bavarian Forest. This experience 
imparted him with a certain sense of tenacity, directness and autonomy, which have helped 
to make him one of the most interesting architects leading the German architecture scene 
today. He is often drawn back to his home region, most recently in 2014 with the construc-
tion of the imposing concert hall in Blaibach. Haimerl has received numerous awards, inclu-
ding the German Architecture Award and the Bavarian Cultural Award. 
www.peterhaimerl.com 
 
STEFAN F. HÖGLMAIER Euroboden 
Stefan Höglmaier is CEO of the Euroboden Group, which the 41-year-old founded at the 
age of 24. He is not the only person to earn financial success by developing good architec-
ture, but he does stand out as one of the most visionary in his profession. He dares to take 
on projects in which many others would fail. His sanctuary is a converted historical 
aboveground bunker in Munich’s north Schwabing, with an own art gallery on the ground 
floor.  
www.euroboden.de 
 
MATTHIAS LILIENTHAL Münchner Kammerspiele 
Matthias Lilienthal has served as the artistic director of the Munich Kammerspiele since the 
2015/16 season. Long before “Shabby Shabby Apartments” – his answer to the gentrifica-
tion in Munich’s city centre – he had a solid reputation as an intrepid border crosser.  
He concluded his recent tenure at Hebbel am Ufer (HAU) in Berlin with “Infinite Jest”,  
a 24-hour marathon through iconic West Berlin locations. His arrival is a guaranteed breath 
of fresh air for Munich’s theatrical community. 
www.muenchner-kammerspiele.de 

 
 
 
 
LOCATION 
The Reaktorhalle (“Reactor Hall”) was built in 1958 to serve as the research reactor for the 
Institute for Technical Physics at the Technical University in Munich – but it was never used 
for this purpose. The building was constructed according to plans by architects Franz Hart, 
Josef Wiedemann and in consultation with physicist Heinz Maier-Leibnitz, with the reactor 
hall itself at the heart of the building. The hall is 28m long, 15m high, 15m wide and 
surrounded by a 70cm-thick concrete wall lined with a 2cm-thick layer of lead sheet –  
a construction that was deemed radiation-safe in the 1950s. For safety and space reasons, 
the research reactor was ultimately installed in Garching outside of the city centre. The 
acetic interior of the Reaktorhalle was preserved, and today the hall is used by the 
University of Music and Performing Arts Munich.  
 

 
 

 
Informations & t ickets at: www.architecturematters.eu 

 


